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Can you believe what is unfolding for Unity 

Valley church? I invite you to step back and 

reflect on the effort of what we have been 

putting forward for some time now. Recog-

nize that we've just gotten through Holy 

Week, with a tremendous service there, fol-

lowed up by our Annual Spring Tea!  

I am so inspired to watch the wonder of what 

we're doing. The greatest value that I see us 

getting out of these activities is the way that 

we are participating together. You are a band 

of miracle workers-members and congregants 

who are continuing to bring forward all that 

we are to do. And we’re doing this at the pace 

with such intensity, and with the power shin-

ing through. I am so inspired and so grateful 

as to how so many of you are performing  

through these times.  

At this writing, we are putting the finishing 

touches on the Spring Tea. The art is there, 

the participation, the enthusiasm is bursting 

at the seams. We are finding new attendees, 

from throughout the Hemet-San Jacinto 

Valley, inviting others not familiar with our 

church to come and join us. More than ever 

we are getting calls from people ordering 

tickets. They are also asking more about 

Unity- our community and our teachings. 

You as a community are bringing this for-

ward. Your hearts your enthusiasm your fire 

is making all the difference.  

If you haven't been here lately, I invite you 

to drop by and take a look at our grounds. 

The roses, old and new, are bursting out just 

in time to welcome our Spring Tea visitors. 

Check out our newly painted doors at the 

entrance to our sanctuary! And wait until  

you see the transformed Fellowship Hall! 

Know we are thriving, we are doing well to 

put on a new face, a renewed energy here at 

Unity Valley Church. Thanks to each one of 

you. For your service for your volunteering, 

for your heart, your intention! God’s love is 

truly being expressed through you, right here, 

right now!  

As we move forward, I would like to digress 

to the past. I understand there was quite a 

commotion when Rev. Donna Lind first ar-

rived at Unity Valley Church. For those pre-

sent then who are still around, perhaps you 

can recognize such a challenging transition 

occurred then, as now.  

Find us on the web at: www.unitychapel-hemet.com  

or on Facebook: Unity Chapel @hemetunity  
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During Spring Break in April, our 

youth and the 3 Youth Ministry teach-

ers took a day trip to Universal Studios 

to tour Hogwarts.  This trip was an in-

troduction to the Unity curriculum for 

Uniteens, Lumindorf, that is based on 

the Harry Potter stories.  The students 

who participated are Astreya Ferris, 

Heavynne Ferris and Zach Winzenburg.  

Everyone had a great time and are 

ready to learn more about our spiritual 

nature and powers :). 

Also, our youth enjoyed helping with 

the Easter Season by sharing palm 

fronds for everyone entering our church 

on Palm Sunday, complete with period 

costumes provided by Dianne Brandt; 

leading an Easter Shared Reading for 

the congregation; sharing Easter egg 

affirmations and, of course, the Family 

Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday!!  

Thank you to Nancy Austin, Dianne 

Brandt, Gloria Saporito, Kay Campbell, 

and Mitzi Carver for preparing for these 

Easter events.  We appreciate you!! 

The Youth Ministry is looking for more 

teachers who are interested in helping 

us expand our classes to include pre-

school and elementary school children.  

If you are interested or have any ques-

tions, please contact any of the Youth 

Ministry Team or the church office.  

Thank you! 

 

God bless, 

 

Mitzi Carver 

Youth 
 Ministry 

BY: Mitzi Carver 

Spring At Our Home cont. 

We are community , our church going forward. 

To that end, we're making a move. We’re step-

ping into a time of serving our path, our direc-

tion, and our strategic plans for our future. 

3 1/2 years ago, you had a transitional minister 

for a brief period. Through that effort, you re-

defined yourselves with a new mission state-

ment. This was followed by the kickoff to 

search for a new minister.  

Gratefully we found one another! Now I'm 

beginning my 3rd year here at Unity Valley 

Church. I now have a feeling of my feet on the 

ground. And I continue to feel welcome by 

you. And I have learned a lot! I’ve learned 

about the needs for my development as your 

minister, and for the means to serve you. By 

now, you may have gathered my style is more 

of a mission-centric program than your previ-

ous ministers. That is the course of Unity . And 

what it calls for is a leadership team that is 

formulating the vision and the direction for this 

church; It is not a minister-centric style. Instead 

it is a group development with input from all 

involved.  

This is the Unity way. A means I learned in 

school, and a means I have embraced. I can 

come up with ideas, and offer these. But it is 

the movement that will bring forward our di-

rection it is the community. 

To that end we are setting up as day focused on 

visioning and strategic planning. This will be a 

day when the Board of Directors and the Team 

Leaders team will come together, and develop 

a strategic direction for Unity Valley Church. 

We will also have the support from outside our 

local community. Christopher Ash,  a member 

of Unity Worldwide Ministries Board of Direc-

tors will be joining us to lead our program. 

Christopher has an extensive history in organi-

zational development and strategic planning, 

both in the corporate world and in Unity. Satur-

day, June 1st, we will hold our event in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Prior to the meeting, we want input from all of 

you. Please watch for a questionnaire I will be 

distributing. We are looking for those ideas, 

those impressions you believe can make a dif-

ference in your church going forward. It is 

yours, and it is up to you to place your stake in 

the ground. If you are on at team, or close to 

anyone of our Board members, let them know 

of any positive ideas you would like to see 

going forward in our community. After all, this 

is your church, your Spiritual home. We want 

your input!  -Rev. Bill Heller 

Unity Valley Church ’s Wedding Team 
Photos  Pictured: Dianne Brandt, Nancy Austin, 

Mitzi Carver, Astreya & Heavynne Ferris, 
Zachary Winzenburg, and Hogwarts      

Express Conductor 



THE RED DOOR  W/ MARK BALYS  

UVC’s 19th Annual Spring Tea With Deep Appreciation  

Rev. Donna Gandhi  

 

“Why, sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things 

before breakfast.” From Alice in Wonderland  

The 19th annual Spring Tea got off on a slow start due to a         

miscommunication with the servers, but within a few minutes …, 

Tetley’s Premium British Black Tea and iced Raspberry Pink       

Lemonade was happily flowing to all!  

Kevin Kuhlman, Battalion Chief, was guest of honor expressing   

Unity Valley Church’s (UVC) as well as the community’s deep sense 

of gratitude for his teams presence in Hemet. Those in  attendance 

expressed gratitude to our first responders when we dial 9 - 1 - 1. 

The first responders serve the Hemet community area now well over 

86,000 people. And many in the room may have called, experi-

enced, or been at the scene of the magnificent life-saving work his 

team performs on a minute-by-minute basis. UVC is grateful he  

accepted our invitation to just relax and allow us to give back to him, 

and express our appreciation to our community hero’s. Thank you 

Kevin!  

Other VIP’s included Krystyne Gray from the Interfaith Council, our 

UVC Board President, Nancy Austin, and Board Members, Dianne 

Brandt, Gloria Saporito, and Bonnie Januszewski.  

As Board President, Nancy Austin, and Board members Gloria    

Saporito, Dianne Brandt, and church members Pam Balys and Pat 

Nihart participated as table hostesses. It was Dianne who had the      

brilliant idea of turning the eighth table into the “Mad Hatter Table,” 

which turned out to be the most talked about, popular, and creatively 

decorated! Lots of oooohs and awes heard throughout Fellowship 

Hall during the two hour tea time.  

Our servers were the best! We had wonderful young gentlemen and 

ladies to serve those in attendance from the Church of Jesus Christ 

Latter Day Saints.  

The Hospitality & Culinary Team included Eleanore Ruise, Bonnie 

Januszewski, Kimirly Black, Gloria Heller and numerous others who 

sewed, decorated, prepped, made a delightful assortment of tea 

sandwiches, and desserts, etc., including all the accoutrements of a 

leisurely afternoon Spring Tea.  

And shhhhhh …, we had our very own sweetest special guest. 

“Alice” who stopped by and greeted and charmed everyone! Alice 

was played by Astreya Ferris, granddaughter of Mitzi Carver. Many, 

many other volunteers included Al Smith, Mark Balys and Rev. Bill 

who, cleaned, scrubbed, and gardened and beautified the sacred 

grounds so all could just have fun, relax, and enjoy in the pleasure 

and comfort of fellowship.  

After the touching opening prayer by Rev. Bill Heller, the tall three 

tiered serving trays, which were sprinkled with fresh strawberries, 

were soon targeted by many hands hastily devouring an assortment 

of delightful tea sandwiches, truffles, scones, etc., with a choice of 

homemade Devonshire cream, lemon curd, and/ or strawberry    

preserves.  

Thanking everyone for their help, participation in any way, (even 

those I may have inadvertently not remembered) and the opportunity 

for all of us to get to know each other better through service and 

fellowship. Oh, yes, and looking forward to the 20th annual “Grand” 

Spring Tea! Hope to see you there 

 

The Duchess. “And the moral of that is: ’Oh, ‘tis love, ‘tis love, that 

makes the world go round!”  

STEP ONE       Sand old finish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP TWO  Wood filler in cracks & gaps and sand smooth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP THREE      Two coats of primer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP FOUR    Two semi-gloss finish coats of paint 

You may have noticed that our chapel front doors have been newly refur-
bished are now red in color. Red is a significant color as described below. 
Painting the doors red started in the Middle Ages, and the northern, south-
ern, western, and eastern doors were painted red for the blood of Christ and 
the sign of the cross; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 The red doors supposedly shut out any evil from the outside and designated 
it as holy ground and a place of refuge. 
 
The use of red doors on churches go back centuries and there are several 
meanings connected with red doors and some of them depend on the type of 
church it is. 
 
 Red is used as a reminder of the Passover and a sign that the Holy Spirit is 
there. 
 
Church doors began to be painted red as a way of remembering the martyrs 
and their ultimate sacrifice that they had made for their faith. 
 
The red doors of churches also symbolize sanctuary, refuge, and safety 
from physical and spiritual evil/danger. Those in need would not be cap-
tured or harmed inside the holy walls of the church, which offered physical 
and spiritual protection. Not even a soldier could come after an enemy who 
had gone through the red doors on a church, because anyone who would 
dare to desecrate such a holy place would be doomed. 
However, we see in Scripture that there is an even greater meaning to a red 
door. This red door provided protection and signified something greater 
than a night’s rest, paid mortgage, or positive energy. 
According to Feng  Shui, many believe that painting your front door red 
will create a positive energy flow and a welcoming atmosphere. 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
ACOL 1pm 

2 

MOTH 10am 

3 4 

5 6 7 

Soup Stones 

 

ACIM 1pm 

8 

ACOL 1pm 

9 

Interfaith 

Council 

Meeting 

8:30an 

10 
Spring 

Rummage 

Sale 

8am—3pm 

11 

Spring 

Rummage 

Sale 

8am—3pm 

12 

Mother’s Day 

Service with     
Rev. Donna Gandhi 

& 

Potluck  

Fundraiser 

13 14 

 

15 

 

16 
MOTH 10am 

17 18 

19   

Guest Minister 

TBA 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 

 

24 25 
WOU 

Potluck 

12pm 

26 27 

MEMORIAL 

DAY 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Board Meeting 

2:30pm 

28 

ACIM 1pm 

29 

ACOL 1pm 

30 

MOTH 10am 

31  

       

May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
    

 1 
Strategic 

Planning 

Meeting 

2       3 

 

4 

ACIM 1pm 

5 

ACOL 1pm 

6 

 

7 8 

9 
Guest Minister: 

Rev. Robyn Plante 

 

10 11 

ACIM 1pm 

12 

ACOL 1pm 

13 

Interfaith 

Council Meeting 

8:30am 

 

MOTH 10am 

14 

 

15 

16 Guest 

Speaker             

Ken Harrison 

Father’s Day 

Service 

& 

Potluck  

17 18 

ACIM 1pm 

19 

ACOL 1pm 

20 21 22 

 

23   24 25 
ACIM 1pm 

26 
ACOL 1pm 

27 
MOTH 10am 

28 29 

30       

June 2019 


