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We have wonderful news! 

In order to create a greater sense of 

community,  our  Unity Board has 

agreed with the creation of a new Spir-

itual Leadership Team beginning No-

vember 1st.  This team includes  

Rev. Leora Nash, Rev. Donna Maurice, 

Pat McKevitt, LUT, and Lucinda Moss, 

Prayer Chaplain.    

The mission of this team is to strengthen 

the spiritual health of our ministry.  How 

this is going to evolve is in the following 

manner: 

Rev. Leora and Rev. Donna will begin 

sharing the responsibility for the Sun-

day services, which will include choos-

ing the music, the format, and the topics 

for the Sunday lessons.   They will be 

each speaking for a month, alternating . 

Our Licensed Unity Teacher Pat 

McKevitt, is planning several Unity 

classes to begin in the New Year.   

I know those who have taken her clas-

ses in the past  would attest to her won-

derful  teaching.  I’m sure she would 

love to hear suggestions from you about 

the classes you would like to see pre-

sented. 

 

Our Prayer Chaplain, Lucinda Moss 

will begin with her Prayer Healing Cir-

cles , also in January.    See Lucinda’s ar-

ticle about this.    

We are all excited about the energy that 

this team is bringing to the spirit of the 

church.   With the support of the congre-

gation, we are looking forward to an ex-

citing new beginning. 

 

BLESSING FOR THANKSGIVING 

God, we thank you for the blessing and joy of 

family. Thank you for those who are gathered 

with us today and those who are far away. May 

we all see the many ways you provide for us, 

comfort us and protect us. Bless this food to 

make us healthy and strong. Amen.  
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Greetings everyone.   

I hope you are all well and enjoying the Fall weather. 

In March of this year I had the pleasure of becoming the 

President of the Board of Trustees.  It has been an honor and 

privilege to serve.  This has been a challenging year for our 

church but with the help of my fellow board members we 

hope to grow and continue the work that God inspires us to do. 

I am looking forward to the newly formed Spiritual Team beginning their 

work for our church.  It is such a blessing having a group of people so very 

interested and dedicated in continuing the process of keeping our church 

going.   

Having these women step up and  plan, coordinate, teach, and inspire us is 

something that touches me deeply.  You are truly God’s angels.  Thank you. 

We have survived COVID, broken arms, etc. but still managed to have a suc-

cessful Rummage Sale and hopefully more exciting things to come.  Thank 

you to our wonderful volunteers for all the hard work. 

With your continued love and support I look forward to a happy and blessed 

holiday season,  I remain, 

Gloria Saporito, President, 

Board of Trustees 

 

Board of Trustees, Unity Valley Church  Left to Right:   Nancy Austin, Bonnie  Januszewski,  

Mark Balys, Gloria Saporito, Jeff Barr (not pictured Dallas Needham) 
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Money Matters  

From the Treasurer –  

Mark Balys 

 

As with many churches in 

our area and throughout the 

country, the past couple of years has been 

financially and operationally challenging. 

The pandemic has caused churches to reex-

amine the way that they serve their commu-

nity of believers.  

We have felt similar pain resulting from an 

extended period of closure and been bur-

dened with trying to figure out the right 

course to chart in uncertain times. Unity Val-

ley Church has adapted to meet the needs 

of our members. In so doing we have been 

blessed with opportunities. 

If we have learned anything during this peri-

od, it is to be adaptable. We have adapted to 

listening to Sunday Services via our tele-

phones in casual garb. We have adapted to 

wearing masks and spacing regimen for our 

once a month chapel services.  We have 

adapted to mailing in our tithes and offer-

ings. We have adapted to a variety of visiting 

ministers and handling church administrative 

duties totally with volunteers. 

We are blessed that our congregation contin-

ues to support us with their generosity. The 

decisions by our Board of Trustees have al-

lowed our expenses to significantly diminish 

in many ways.  In so doing, during this peri-

od of uncertainty, we have been able to grow 

our reserves, maintain the Church and 

grounds, and meet our monthly obligations. 

As we transition forward to normalcy we 

know that there may be new demands on our 

church. While it is difficult to predict the 

short and long-term financial stewardship 

implications just remember…. 

God is able to make all grace abound to you, 

so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work.                          
2 Corinthians 9:8  

Tithing Report 

Unity Valley Church continues to maintain a 

culture of giving. Thank you for your gener-

osity and support of the work and mission 

of our church. You have helped us to 

spread grace in our local communities. Our 

donation of 10% of the Sunday offerings 

have been directed to the following local 

groups 

Jan./Feb.    Guardian Scholars UCR             $174.66 

Mar./Apr.   California Family Life Center    $218.94 

May/Jun.    Rebirth Homes                            $274.36 

July/Aug.    Assistance League      $253.13 

Sept.       THE Center       $144.93 

Each month we also tithe to Unity World-

wide, and Unity’s Southwest region. To 

date these donations are: 

Unity Worldwide $1,066.22 

Unity Southwest $1,066.22 

All together our tithes for the months of Jan-

uary through September 2021 total 

$3,198.68 

 



November 2021, celebrating 30 

Days of Blessings! 

There is a spiritual pres-

ence moving within each of 

us.  November is a time re-

membered, we embrace, 

focus upon spiritual awareness, remember-

ing the GLORY of BEing alive.  Gratefulness 

is the order of each day.  Giving thanks, is 

the focus of our daily prayer.  Come, sit in 

the sanctuary and experience this spiritual 

essence; feel the sunlight glistening 

through the stain glass windows, sense the 

living glow of others also sitting in prayer. 

In a loving spirit of gratitude, we will cele-

brate the four Sunday mornings in an atti-

tude of GRATEFULNESS.  Let us give thanks 

for our many blessings! 

Sunday – the 7th – Divine Order 

Sunday – the 14th – Prosperity 

Sunday – the 21st – Grace 

Sunday – the 28th – Hope and Faith 

Rev. Leora Nash, Presenter the month of 

November—to you and yours, a Glorious 

Thanksgiving !  Giving THANKS in all 

ways, always!                                                                                    

See you in church! 

 

 

 

 

 

December Blessings Everyone!    

This is such an amazing time in 

the life of Unity Chapel, which, 

despite all odds, has survived 

and thrived during the past two 

strange years.   I am delighted to 

be part of the Spiritual Leadership Team 

and look forward to co-creating an even 

better experience on Sundays at Unity 

Chapel.    

Since Rev. Leora is beginning the new for-

mat on the first Sunday in November and 

sharing 4 Sundays with you, I will be start-

ing my series of four Sundays the first Sun-

day in December.   I have thought long and 

hard about my theme for December, and 

have decided to also focus on Gratitude.   

The lessons will be:    

I AM GRATEFUL FOR GOD’S GIFT OF: 

Sunday December 5  Life 

Sunday December 12  Love 

Sunday December 19 Peace 

Sunday December 26  Joy 

 

On the last Sunday in December we will be 

also doing a Burning Bowl Ceremony 

which allows us to release anything that 

may be holding us back from the experi-

ence of Joy.   This is an amazingly powerful 

ritual that you won’t want to miss. 

My best wishes to all of you for a happy 

and joyful holiday season and Happy 

Christmas everyone!! 

Rev. Donna 
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Prayer Healing and Meditation Circle  

Reduce Stress  

Slow down the Aging Process 
 

Create Clear Thinking and Organization in your Life as we tap into the innate intelli-

gence, power, and presence of God Within, Creator of All Life.  Learn to stand firm in Spiritual 

Truth, for yourself as well as for others, and start feeling the benefits. 

The first Principle of Unity is: God is the Absolute Power and Presence in our lives.  We will 

learn to feel the presence and power of God in our lives. As we change our Consciousness that all 

there is, is God, we are standing firmly in Spiritual Truth. As we think and believe so it is. 

God is consciousness, is never static but is always in activity, forever expanding in the 

awareness of Itself. Therefore the human race, being an expression of the One Consciousness, is 

always progressing in knowledge and self-awareness. We are all Connected and it is our shared 

consciousness and divine energy that is all around us and within Us.    

We will come together in January 2022, twice a month after Sunday Service in a Prayer 

Healing and Meditation Circle, and begin to experience the miracles of Life.   

 

INNER LIGHT with Lucinda Moss,  

Certified Prayer Chaplain Trainer/Meditation Facilitator  

 
  

So, what class would you like to attend? In the past we have had classes on the basics of 
Unity: the history, foundation, founders, philosophy, beliefs; the Bible: Old and New Testa-
ments, critiques, criticisms and controversies; other related topics and other teachers: The 

Four Agreements, Prayer, Goldsmith, Freeman, etc. Please let me know what you are inter-
ested in pursuing. We will explore and learn together and enjoy ourselves in the process.  

 
Class will start in January  

Pat McKevitt, Licensed Unity Teacher 
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Life, the Universe, and Everything… 
 

is the title of a classic science fiction book by Douglas Adams. It is also a 
list of potential topics for our Unity classes. I started attending school at 
Unity Village because I am the victim of overwhelming curiosity and want-

ed to know more about Unity. Several years and many classes later, I 
found I had earned a diploma stating that I am a Licensed Unity Teacher. 
I am looking forward to once again teaching classes at our Unity Chapel. Our classes 

tend to be irreverent, but we always retain a healthy respect for Truth (note the capital 
“T.”) 
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 2021 is my 20th year as a 

member of Unity Valley 

Church!  When I moved 

here in September of 

2000, I had not attended 

any church on a regular 

basis for at least 20 years.  

It seemed like my mar-

riage and job filled my life enough that I 

didn’t even miss a spiritual connection.  

However, my parents and I decided we’d 

like to find a church so we attended a few, 

stopping once we came to UVC, because 

we all agreed we felt at home here.  We 

had all attended Unity churches in the past 

and were comfortable with the metaphysi-

cal belief system.  Though my mother was 

already displaying early signs of Alzhei-

mer’s she did enjoy attending and hearing 

our choir.   

During my six years working at UVC as 

minister’s assistant/office manager I saw 

the church grow and change.  For a time, 

we even had two services each Sunday and 

two youth groups for Sunday school!  Our 

monthly Kids-To- Camp potlucks and the 

Cookie Walk at Christmas time were so 

much fun!  I look back on our Christmas 

outreach projects; gifts for families at Val-

ley Restart, teddy bears and caroling for 

seniors, Emergency Packet for homeless  

and I am proud that this small congregation 

is an agent for good in this valley. 

This is my second term three-year on the 

board.  I have one more year before I step 

aside and let someone else take my place.  

I never thought I would like being on the 

board, being responsible for the church’s 

business decisions but I have enjoyed it.  

I’ve served as both secretary and president 

and each has its challenges. The feeling of 

satisfaction and camaraderie in a like-

minded group working towards common 

goals is most rewarding!  I now view board 

service just like any other volunteer job – 

the opportunity to use my talents, as well as 

the opportunity to develop new skills is 

waiting!   Life is an adventure! 

 

SOUPSTONES 

For over 15 years, Unity Valley Church has 

been preparing and serving a five course 

dinner to the residents at Valley Restart on 

the first Tuesday of each 

month.  I recall we adopted 

the name “Soupstones” in 

honor of the tale about 

stone soup.  In the early 

years, we prepared the casseroles, beans 

and salad here in our hall kitchen and trans-

ported it all to Valley Restart. About 10 

years ago, the state decreed that food had 

to be prepared in county inspected kitch-

ens.  We began preparing the food at Val-

ley Restart and soon realized it was actually 

easier than transporting everything.  While 

I have not always been part of this team, 

I’ve helped for at least 9 or 10 years and it 

continues to warm my heart when the resi-

dents come to compliment and thank us for 

the food we’ve provided for them.  Happily, 

I can report that the churches of our valley 

come together every night each month to 

provide dinner to these homeless families. 

Nancy Austin 
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THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO —- 

 
 

Decorating the Sanctuary for Christmas 
December 4th, 10 am. 

 

We need VOLUNTEERS to help us make the sanctu-

ary beautiful for the coming Christmas Celebration.    

 

Lunch will be provided. 

 

Remember, “many hands 

make light work!” 

Create your own  

Vision Board  

 

 

 

 

Date and Time to be an-

nounced.   (Mid to late 

January).   Facilitated by 

Rev. Donna   In the mean-

time, save your old maga-

zines! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

Friday, December 24th at 6 pm. 

Join us for the Unity 12 Pow-

er Candlelight Service, as 

we celebrate the birth of 

the Christ within each of us.   

This year the Spiritual 

Leadership Team will be 

facilitating  this loveliest 

service of the year.   Let’s bring back the JOY in 

Christmas. 
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I would like to share 

one of my favorite 

Christmas stories with 

you.  

  
“I remember tearing across town 

on my bike to visit her on the day 

my big sister dropped the bomb: 

"There is no Santa Claus," she 

jeered. "Even dummies know that!" 

 

My Grandma was not the gushy kind, never had 

been. I fled to her that day because I knew she 

would be straight with me. I knew Grandma always 

told the truth, and I knew that the truth always went 

down a whole lot easier when swallowed with one of 

her "world-famous" cinnamon buns. I knew they 

were world-famous, because Grandma said so. It 

had to be true. 

 

Grandma was home, and the buns were still warm. 

Between bites, I told her everything. She was ready 

for me. "No Santa Claus?" she snorted...."Ridiculous! 

Don't believe it. That rumor has been going around 

for years, and it makes me mad, plain mad!! Now, 

put on your coat, and let's go." 

 

"Go? Go where, Grandma?" I asked. I hadn't even 

finished my second world-famous cinnamon bun. 

"Where" turned out to be Kerby's General Store, the 

one store in town that had a little bit of just about 

everything. As we walked through its doors, Grand-

ma handed me ten dollars. That was a bundle in 

those days. "Take this money," she said, "and buy 

something for someone who needs it. I'll wait for you 

in the car." Then she turned and walked out of 

Kerby's. 

 

I was only eight years old. I'd often gone shopping 

with my mother, but never had I shopped for any-

thing all by myself. The store seemed big and 

crowded, full of people scrambling to finish their 

Christmas shopping.  For a few moments I just stood 

there, confused, clutching that ten-dollar bill, won-

dering what to buy, and who on earth to buy it for. 

 

I thought of everybody I knew: my family, my 

friends, my neighbors, the kids at school, the people 

who went to my church.  I was just about thought out, 

when I suddenly thought of Bobby Decker. He was a 

kid with bad breath and messy hair, and he sat right 

behind me in Mrs. Pollock's grade-two class. Bob-

by Decker didn't have a coat. I knew that because 

he never went out to recess during the winter. His 

mother always wrote a note, telling the teacher 

that he had a cough, but all we kids knew that 

Bobby Decker didn't have a cough; he didn't have 

a good coat. I fingered the ten-dollar bill with 

growing excitement. I would buy Bobby Decker a 

coat! 

I settled on a red corduroy one that had a hood to 

it. It looked real warm, and he would like that.  "Is 

this a Christmas present for someone?" the lady be-

hind the counter asked kindly, as I laid my ten dol-

lars down. "Yes, ma'am," I replied shyly. "It's for 

Bobby." 

 

The nice lady smiled at me, as I told her about how 

Bobby really needed a good winter coat. I didn't get 

any change, but she put the coat in a bag, smiled 

again, and wished me a Merry Christmas. 

 

That evening, Grandma helped me wrap the coat (a 

little tag fell out of the coat, and Grandma tucked it 

in her Bible) in Christmas paper and ribbons and 

wrote, "To Bobby, From Santa Claus" on it.  Grandma 

said that Santa always insisted on secrecy. Then she 

drove me over to Bobby Decker's house, explaining 

as we went that I was now and forever officially, one 

of Santa's helpers. 

 

Grandma parked down the street from Bobby's 

house, and she and I crept noiselessly and hid in the 

bushes by his front walk. Then Grandma gave me a 

nudge. "All right, Santa Claus," she whispered, "get 

going." I took a deep breath, dashed for his front 

door, threw the present down on his step, pounded 

his door and flew back to the safety of the bushes 

and Grandma. 

Together we waited breathlessly in the darkness for 

the front door to open. Finally it did, and there stood 

Bobby. 

 

Fifty years haven't dimmed the thrill of those mo-

ments spent shivering, beside my Grandma, in Bob-

by Decker's bushes. That night, I realized that those 

awful rumors about Santa Claus were just what 

Grandma said they were -- ridiculous. Santa was 

alive and well, and we were on his team. 

 

I still have the Bible, with the coat tag tucked inside: 

$19.95. 
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Notes on the RUMMAGE SALE   

Sept. 16-18 

The pandemic made our rummage sale 

preparations more challenging than in 

past years.  We began to collect dona-

tions during the winter. In Spring, as 

people reorganized their closets and 

garages, we got calls to pick up items 

and the cottage began to fill.  Kind folk 

came by and dropped off things for us.  

During the summer, more calls came 

and I started to worry that we would 

run out of room!   

Eleanore Ruiz came 

to the rescue in late 

July, using her con-

siderable talents to 

rearrange the entire 

contents of the cot-

tage, which resulted 

in 30-40% more space!  By the time we 

were ready to start staging items for 

sale in the hall, there was plenty to dis-

play in both the hall and on the patio.  

Kay Cummings, Kimirly Black’s 

mother, worked for months preparing 

to move to Indiana to join Kimirly and 

her boys.  She donated several truck-

loads of furniture, tools and yard items .  

Al Smith and Jeff Barr repeatedly 

helped load and transport things to 

Unity.   

 

Arranging and pricing items for sale 

was done by Bonnie Januszewski, 

Kathleen Hamilton, Eleanore Ruise, 

Mitzi Carver, Pat Nihart, Kay Camp-

bell and Nan O’Hara.and Pam Balys. 

Mark Balys, Dallas Needham and 

Nancy Austin arranged patio displays.  

Peggy McQuown and Judy Bjorklund 

cashiered and helped with the sale as 

did all the above mentioned people.  

After the three days, we were gratified 

to learn we had achieved one of the 

largest totals in the past few years, just 

under $1,600!   

When it was all over and 

tables, racks, hangers and 

other sale supplies were 

put away, Eleanore totally 

cleaned up the cottage, 

including vacuuming the 

floors!  She even man-

aged to sell the organ, 

which had been sitting in the cottage 

for over 5 years!   

We are  fortunate to have so many kind 

hearted people in our congregation 

that both contribute to and work in our 

fund raisers!  We are grateful for each 

of you and hope you know how much 

you are loved! 



Meditation 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

 

Sunday Celebration  

Sundays at 10 am 
 

 

UNITY VALLEY CHURCH 

140 North Buena Vista Street 

Hemet, California  92543 

(951) 658-4290 

Email: hemetunity@yahoo.com 

www.unitychapel-hemet.com 

Thriving In Unity 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

President:    Gloria Saporito 

Vice-President:   Dallas Needham 

Secretary:   Nancy Austin 

Treasurer:   Mark Balys 

Members:    Bonnie Januszewski 

    Jeff Barr 

 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 

Rev. Donna Maurice 

Rev. Leora Nash 

Patricia McKevitt, LUT 

Lucinda Moss, Prayer Chaplain 


