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OCTOBER IS  

MEMBERSHIP MONTH 

Recommit, Renew, Join 

 

Why do I encourage member-

ship in  Unity Valley Church? 

Membership signifies a de-

sire to make a deeper com-

mitment to this ministry on 

two levels. The first level is 

your own spiritual develop-

ment. Participation in this 

community allows you to evolve intentional-

ly as a spiritual person. You have no doubt 

found support in living a principle-centered 

and God-guided life. By “God-guided” we 

mean cultivating the quiet mind that responds 

to the Universal Wisdom implanted inside 

you. You grow in faith, trust, confidence and 

courage.  

A spiritual awakening can show up in many 

ways: as a healthier relationship, greater ex-

pression of your creativity, a deeper sense of 

love and belonging, more balance, stability 

and harmony, thus a vital, fulfilled and pur-

poseful life.  

Second, you are intentionally contributing to 

our community vision which is simply to re-

member the divine within ourselves and oth-

ers. We are doing something great for the 

world that none of us can do alone! You have 

become part of a community of caring people 

that heals lives, achieves dreams and empow-

ers others like yourself.  

Unity offers a new way of thinking and a new 

way of being. It is a way that is full of hope, 

love, peace, abundance, healing and joy. It is 

a way of oneness that allows people to truly 

see one another as brothers and sisters. Unity 

honors the universal truths in all religions and 

respects each individual’s right to choose a 

spiritual path. We examine our sacred respon-

sibility, individually and collectively, to make 

a positive difference through personal exam-

ple and active service in our churches, our 

communities and our world.  

Getting to know some of our 

members 

DALLAS NEEDHAM 

Some of you may remember 

Lloyd and Shelby Needham, 

Dallas’ parents, now deceased.   

My best memory of them is the 

butter tarts that Shelby baked 

every year for the tea and the green  jello she 

would make for the Soupstones (a group of 

our volunteers who plan and serve dinner for 

the homeless at Valley Restart Center).   

I chatted with Dallas a few days ago and 

asked him to tell me a little about himself.  

As you know, Dallas is on the Board of Trus-

teess for the church.   Dallas is a widower, 

having lost his beloved Cindy on December 

15, 2018.   I was fortunate to officiate at their 
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wedding.  When I asked when he first came 

to Unity, he told me that it was when his sis-

ter, Leslie, got married here in 1983.   I 

asked him what he thought of our church 

and he told me he fell in love with the old 

building and the stained glass windows and 

promised himself that if he ever went to a 

church it would be this one.   It took a few 

years and a lot of detours, but he now con-

siders Unity his spiritual home.  He told me 

that what he appreciated the most was the 

openness to other ways of describing spiritu-

ality and the recognition that there was a 

Power greater than himself that could help 

him change his life.    

Dallas is definitely a family-oriented man 

who is very close with his sister, Leslie, his 

niece and nephew and his role of Grand-

Uncle to her grandchildren. 

As an aside, Dallas has played guitar for 

many years and enjoys it very much, alt-

hough he says “not in church, though.”   

Well, not yet, eh Dallas?   (that’s our Cana-

dianism coming out).   

We are grateful for Dallas’ commitment to 

Unity Chapel and all the  help he gives us. 

 

LEW LAFAVE 

Lew has been gifting us with 

his beautiful voice through-

out the years and I wanted to 

talk with him and find out a 

little more about his life in 

Unity.   

Lew walked through our 

doors Easter 2001, exactly a year after I be-

gan ministry at UVC.   When I asked him 

his first impressions of our church, he said, 

“The first time I entered Unity Chapel I just 

got the most positive vibes.  I felt the love 

and warmth that was in the room and espe-

cially God’s presence.”   Lew grew up in a 

traditional religion, even going into semi-

nary.  He had six brothers and six sisters and 

says that although the family was poor, they 

had more fun than most as they had enough 

bodies for both a football and baseball team! 

Lew is going to be a great grandfather for 

the second time any day now, having had 3 

children, 2 boys and a girl, and 5 grandchil-

dren.   You can just hear the pride he has in 

his family.   They all live in either Michigan 

or Missouri but he is able to visit them regu-

larly. 

 Since coming to Unity, Lew has been very 

active in the church.   As well as serving on 

the board in the past, he has also been one of 

the stewards of the weekly donations.   We 

all know what a beautiful voice Lew has as 

he is still sharing this with us, and in the past 

when we had a choir, Lew was a big part of 

that.   He also was part of the Soupstones 

Team which prepares a monthly dinner for 

the homeless at Valley Restart.    

For three years in a row Lew won the gold 

cup for his chili at the Annual Chili Cookoff 

here at Unity.   As well, each Sunday we 

have refreshments, Lew’s banana bread is 

the first to go! 

Lew has been a committed student of New 

Thought, attending every one of the classes 

that I taught and every other class offered at 

Unity.   He said, “Attending classes helped 

me gradually eliminate my old race think-

ing.   I found that the more I overcame the 
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“old thoughts,” the happier I was.” 

When I asked him what he would tell some-
one who asked about our church, he said, 

“we are more spiritual than religious and 
Unity is based on Jesus teachings – we call 
him our wayshower”.  He went on to say 
that he would tell them that the main differ-
ence with Unity is that it is a metaphysical 

church, looking beyond the physical for an-
swers.    

Next time you see Lew, thank him for me. 

 

CHAR MIDDLEMARCH 

Char and her husband Jim 
are our newest addition to 
the Unity family.   

I had so much fun talking 
with Char for this article as 
she has a wonderful sense 
of humor and energy about 

her.    

Char and Jim first attended 

about a month ago having moved to Hemet 
from Santa Ana where they had lived for 32 
years. 

Char attended Unity in Orange County, find-
ing the church in 2006 after two friends sug-
gested that she should try it.  Char said that 

she was absolutely against religion of any 
kind, but during the first service that she at-
tended she cried through the whole thing.   
She said it was such a relief to find a spiritual 
family with the same beliefs as she had and 

that she had the good fortune to discover a 
church with an amazing minister that spoke 
to her heart. 

Char and Jim live with their three cats, 
Gracie Allen, Tiger Lily and Callye.  They 
are enjoying Hemet and meeting a lot of new 

friends.   I have a feeling that Char finds 
making friends very easy as she is so open 
and outgoing.   She told me that “we are 
looking forward to meeting more people as 
we are missing the wonderful camaraderie 

we experienced at the church in Orange 
County.” 

We certainly welcome Char into our church 
family and look forward to working with her 
in creating more opportunities for us to get to 
know each other.  (She has some great ideas.) 

 

FOUNDATIONS OF 

UNITY CLASS  

This is a class taught by Pat 

McKevitt, LUT for anyone interested in 

finding out more about the Unity Way of Life 

and especially those who are interested in be-

coming members of our church family. 

WHEN AND WHERE?  

Week One: Sunday, September 25  

Week Two: Sunday, October 2  

Week Three: Sunday, October 9  

 

All Classes will be held in the Sanctuary im-

mediately following the service. New mem-

bers will be installed during the Sunday ser-

vice on November 6, 2022.  

WEEK ONE:  

How did Unity begin and what do we be-

lieve? This session will deal with the found-

ers of the Unity Movement, Charles and 

Myrtle Fillmore and what transpired in their 
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lives to give them the energy and clarity it 

took to begin their work. Topics will include 

the beginnings of Silent Unity, the publishing 

work and Unity School of Christianity.  

WEEK TWO:  

Is it for me? Rosemary Fillmore Rhea, the 

great-granddaughter of Charles and Myrtle 

Fillmore wrote: “What is Unity? Unity is a 

family of loved ones drawn together by their 

mutual belief in an idea. The idea that holds 

us is that of a good and all-powerful God 

whose love indwells us and gives us every-

thing we need to live happy, healthy, produc-

tive lives. This idea and the people who be-

lieve it have created incredible blessings of 

positive thought and prayer for our world. 

Our history is filled with stories of answered 

prayer, prosperity demonstrations, miracles of 

healing and peace. Our future holds no less, 

for, as each of us unfolds as God’s beloved 

expression, our individual spiritual growth 

speeds the spiritual development of our 

world.” Unity offers a new way of thinking, a 

new way of being. It is a way full of hope, 

love, peace, abundance, healing and joy. It is 

a way full of oneness that allows people truly 

to see one another as brothers and sisters. 

Unity honors the universal truths in all reli-

gions and respects each individual’s right to 

choose a spiritual path.  

This week we will examine our sacred re-

sponsibility, individually and collectively, to 

make a positive difference through personal 

example and active service in our churches, 

our communities and our world.  

 

WEEK THREE:  

The Five Principles and how to use them in 

our lives. 1. God is good and everywhere pre-

sent.   2. The spirit of God lives within each 

person, therefore, all people are inherently 

good.   3. We create our life experiences 

through our way of thinking.                                                     

4. There is power in affirmative prayer, which 

we believe increases our connection to God.                      

5. Knowledge of these spiritual principles is 

not enough. We must live them.  

Pat McKevitt is a Licensed Unity Teacher 

who has been teaching classes here at Unity 

for over ten years.    She is a 

wonderful teacher and all of 

her classes are well attended.    

.  

  

Rev. Ken Harrison  made 
his transition  July 21st, but 
he is still alive in our hearts 
and memories.   Ken was a 
dynamic force for Unity. 
"Mr. Unity" was his AOL 
email address for decades. 

He, with dedicated board 

members from the Unity Church of Alhambra, 

helped shape our Alhambra Foundation. His 

years of service as President and Director helped 

provide scholarships and grants to Unity stu-

dents of all ages, for Kids Camp, Licensed Unity 

Teachers, ministerial students and to churches 

for all kinds of projects and support. 

Ken was a frequent and well liked guest speaker 

at Unity Chapel.   

We join with others in sending our love to Ken’s 

family .  Wherever we are, God is! 
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Did you know you are a 
“Thread” weaving LIFE’S 
quilt? 

“We are all threads, intricately woven 
into God’s beautiful tapestry.” 

Okay, so you have been called by 
many names. However, never called a 
thread!  I invite you to read to the end 
of this article with an open mind, seeing or 
looking through a consciousness of empow-
ering change.   

It’s time for seasonal change.  Life’s living 
nature within and around us is a constant 
flow of change. The season of autumn awaits 
us following the heat of summer, the birthing 
of spring, the barrenness of winter.  Nature 
begins to tuck in for “a long winters nap!”    

As the nature within plant life prepares itself 
for rejuvenation in the spring, the unbroken 
reality I liken to a thread weaving, invoking 
change throughout this universal living, 
whether human, plant, animal, etc. 

I invite you to recognize the threads weaving 
the tapestry of your life.  Every one of us is 
intricate, a woven pattern of experiences 
comprising our life story.  Each a tapestry; 
unique, ever-expanding tapestry, continuous-
ly threaded each day as we live, move, have 
our being, engaged in living life’s journey. 

Recently, I read the points below and knew I 
had to share with you: Three things to re-
member at the start of every day: 

 This is your REAL Life living as you 

 Joy is easier to see, when you quit com-

plaining 

You never know what THAT thing is go-

ing to be until later.  So, try to pay at-

tention so you don’t miss it. 

By now you are wondering, what are living 

threads, weaving LIFE’S quilt, a living tap-

estry.  In my view, ONE GOD, is manifest! 

The threads are our many lives – 

woven together over time, space, 

circumstance, I liken to the flow of 

Nature revealing ITSELF as: winter, 

spring, summer, fall.  “We are all 

threads, intricately woven into 

God’s beautiful tapestry.” ONE 

LIFE living, a tapestry by association.  ONE 

LIFE, living as you and me.   

BE safe; BE well; BE encouraged; BE a vi-

brant, empowering thread in THIS LIVING 

tapestry of LIFE.   

GOD IS NOT THROUGH WITH US YET! 

Autumn Peace, Rev. Leora 

September enlivens Autumn's glory 

as we arise in prayer, daily.  "I hold 

the high watch as I pray." (DW)    
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84 
1938 was the year that our church and office 

was constructed. This year is our 84
th
 anni-

versary. Living costs were quite different in 

1938.  For example: 

New House   $3,900 

New Car     $860 

Avg. Rent $27/month 

Gasoline 10¢ per gallon 

Movie ticket   25¢ 

Postage Stamp  3¢ 

Minimum Wage  25¢ per hour 

The Los Angeles flood of 1938 was one of the largest 
floods in the history of Los Angeles, Orange, 
and Riverside Counties in southern California. The flood 
was caused by two Pacific storms that swept across 
the Los Angeles Basin in February-March 1938 and gen-
erated almost one year's worth of precipitation in just a 
few days. 

We can only guess how it impacted the construction of 
our chapel and manse. 

While our chapel underwent major renova-

tions in 2000 ongoing maintenance have 

been on a sporadic basis as we had funds 

available.  

With the help of Nancy, Jeff, Dallas, Eleanor 

and Nancy’s neighbor Dennis the graffiti 

spray painted on the rear of the chapel was 

totally removed.  

At the present time your Board is discussing 

several different projects. 

• We are seeking bids to repaint the trim on 

each of our buildings’ 

• Consideration to upgrading the AC ther-

mostats in the chapel to matching fully 

programmable units. 

• Tree trimming in preparation for any paint-

ing project. 

We also are interested in paying down our 

last outstanding liabil-

ity. This would be for 

the remaining balance 

on our solar panels. 

As we move past the prob-

lems that we endured with 

the covid pandemic, it is re-

freshing to see how well our 

small congregation has recovered. 

The support of our members along with the 

careful budgeting by the Board of Trustees 

has afforded us the ability to consider the 

above-mentioned improvements. 

We can only express our gratitude and 

thanks for everyone’s prosperity conscious-

ness 

With Many Blessings, 

Mark Balys, Treasurer 

 

January – June 2022 Summary 

Revenue: $43,912 

Expenses:     $26,350 

Tithing: $3,695  

We tithed to the following organizations: 

Unity Worldwide $1,228 

Unity Southwest $1,228 

Local   $1,228 

We tithe locally bimonthly. The local tithes 

went to: 

Jan./Feb. Salvation Army 

Mar./Apr. UNICEF 

May/Jun. California Family Life Center 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Riverside+County&filters=sid%3a2dce4f67-7530-895b-dfcb-02c325731adf&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Los+Angeles+Basin&filters=sid%3adc5cba39-5551-2191-e68b-7ed3647511ef&form=ENTLNK
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NOTES FROM GLORIA 

It is good to be home after a 

month away (except for the 

heat).   I was in Maine visiting 

my family and it was so lovely 

and cool. 

Keeping you updated about 

some of the happenings coming 

up in our church, first World Day of Prayer will be 

held on Thursday, September 8th and the chapel will 

be open from 12 to 1 pm. To come together with 

Rev. Leora to hold the high watch.  Come and pray 

with us. 

On September 24th, the folks at the Interfaith Coun-

cil will be holding a clean up day to help us spruce 

up the church yard and grounds.    We are looking 

for volunteers to help these kind people with this 

project.    

Lots more is happening and in the planning stages.  I 

will send more information as we finalize the dates 

and confirm the projects.     

As always, take good care of yourselves. 

Gloria Saporito, President of the Board 

 

THE BIRTHDAY BUNCH 

Mark your calendars 

for Monday September 

19th at 6 pm. at the 

Steer & Stein !  

This is the day and time we celebrate 

monthly birthdays, this time Septem-

ber and  October, although everyone is welcome to 

come to join us. We have a lot of fun, as you can see 

by John’s picture in the next  column!   Come enjoy 

good food and great company. 

RSVP Cookie Scott  951-926-6131 

 

Submitted by Kathleen Hamilton:   

 “Jennifer made this for me a few years ago 

and it is always on my refrigerator and I often 

re-read it.  I’d like to share for others to be in-

spired by it. “ 



 

 

 

Board of Trustees:  

Gloria Saporito, President 

Dallas Needham, Vice President 

Mark Balys, Treasurer 

Nancy Austin, Secretary 

Bonnie Januszewski, Trustee 

Jeff Barr, Trustee 

 

Spiritual Leadership Team:  

Rev. Donna Maurice,  Rev. Leora Nash, 

Pat McKevitt, Licensed Unity Teacher, 

Lucinda Moss,  Unity Chaplain Trainee. 

 

Office Manager: Open position 

Pastoral Care: Rev. Leora Nash 

Chaplain: Lucinda Moss 

Sunday School: Open position 

Newsletter:   Rev. Donna Maurice 

 Unity Valley Church 

Meditation Service 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

 

Sunday Celebration  

Sundays at 10:00 am 

 

 

140 North Buena Vista Street 

Hemet, California  92543 

(951) 658-4290 

Email: hemetunity@yahoo.com 

www.unitychapel-hemet.com 

UNITY VALLEY 

CHURCH 

 

Our Vision Statement:  

 

As a spiritual community,  

centered in Oneness, we trans-

form through love, empowerment 

and inspiration. 

 

Our Mission Statement:  

 

Unity of Hemet is a loving  

community inspiring peace and 

transformation though spiritual  

awakening 


