
  UNITY VALLEY CHURCH 

November-

December 2022 

 

Our Vision  

As a spiritual  

community,  

centered in Oneness, 

we transform through 

love, empowerment 

and inspiration. 

 

Our Mission  

Unity of Hemet is  

a loving community 

inspiring peace and 

transformation though 

spiritual awakening 

 

Meditation  

Service 

Sundays at  

9:30 am 

 

Sunday  

Celebration  

Sundays at  

10:00 am 

 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE!! 

Glad Tidings 

 Here is what I've been thinking 
about lately.  Lots of good stuff coming up 
especially for the holidays.   
 
Concerts, parade and our candle lighting 
service to be held on the Wednesday be-
fore Christmas Eve, so as not to interfere 
with family gatherings.   
 
We are also looking at some new ministers to help our cur-
rent ministers.  More on this next year. 
 
The story of La Befona, the Good Witch (Italy's answer to 
Santa) She passes out candy and presents on the Eve of the 
Epiphany to all the good children and a lump of coal or dark 
candy if they were bad.    She is portrayed as a hag riding a 
broomstick thru the night and is covered in soot from coming 
down the chimneys.  She is often smiling and carries a bag 
filled with goodies. 
 
Have a wonderful holiday season.  
 
Gloria Saporito 
President, UVC Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do the Unity Wings Mean?   The following explanation 
of the wings — which can be found at Unity Village, in the 
literature and in many Unity churches worldwide— comes 
from the writings of Charles Fillmore (our co-founder): 
 
“The winged globe or sun disk as a religious symbol had its 
earliest use in Egypt, but is found in various forms in other 
religions.   It represents the relation existing between Spirit, 
Soul, and Body.   Soul gives wings to the body.  Spirit is the 
enveloping principle, like the atmosphere in which both soul 
and body exist, and from which they draw their original           
inspiration.    The winged globe is also a symbol of the earth 
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WHY HE CARRIED THE 
TURKEY 

By James Baldwin (this short story is from his 
book Fifty Famous People - A Book of Short 
Stories, 1912 and is in the Public Domain) 

In Richmond, Virginia, one Saturday morning, 
an old man went into the market to buy some-
thing. He was dressed plainly, his coat was 
worn, and his hat was dingy. On his arm he car-
ried a small basket.  

"I wish to get a fowl for to-morrow's dinner," he 
said.  

The market man showed him a fat turkey, plump 
and white and ready for roasting.  

"Ah! that is just what I want," said the old man. 
"My wife will be delighted with it."  

He asked the price and paid for it. The market 
man wrapped a paper round it and put it in the 
basket.  

Just then a young man stepped up. "I will take 
one of those turkeys," he said. He was dressed 
in fine style and carried a small cane.  

"Shall I wrap it up for you?" asked the market 
man.  

"Yes, here is your money," answered the young 
gentleman; "and send it to my house at once."  

"I cannot do that," said the market man. "My er-
rand boy is sick to- day, and there is no one else 
to send. Besides, it is not our custom to deliver 
goods."  

"Then how am I to get it home?" asked the 
young gentleman.  

"I suppose you will have to carry it yourself," 
said the market man. "It is not heavy."  

"Carry it myself! Who do you think I am? Fancy 
me carrying a turkey along the street!" said the 
young gentleman; and he began to grow very 
angry. The old man who had bought the first tur-
key was standing quite near. He had heard all 
that was said.  

"Excuse me, sir," he said; "but may I ask where 
you live?"  

"I live at Number 39, Blank Street," answered 
the young gentleman; "and my name is John-
son."  

"Well, that is lucky," said the old man, smiling. "I 
happen to be going that way, and I will carry 
your turkey, if you will allow me."  

"Oh, certainly!" said Mr. Johnson. "Here it is. 
You may follow me."  

When they reached Mr. Johnson's house, the 
old man politely handed him the turkey and 
turned to go.  

"Here, my friend, what shall I pay you?" said the 
young gentleman.  

"Oh, nothing, sir, nothing," answered the old 
man. "It was no trouble to me, and you are wel-
come."  

He bowed and went on. Young Mr. Johnson 
looked after him and wondered. Then he turned 
and walked briskly back to the market.  

"Who is that polite old gentleman who carried 
my turkey for me?" he asked of the market man.  

and the soul.  As man 
develops spiritual con-
sciousness, he attains 
the realization of the 
soul as the wings of the 
body.  Artists paint their 
angels with wings, rep-
resenting in this way 
their freedom from phys-
ical limitations.  But the 
soul does not have 
wings like a bird. 
 
The life activity of the 
soul is quickened by 

Spirit until it rises above the thoughts of mat-
ter and floats free in the fourth dimension, 
which Jesus called the kingdom of the heav-
ens.” 
 



Page 3 

"That is John Marshall, Chief Justice of the Unit-
ed States. He is one of the greatest men in our 
country," was the answer.  

The young gentleman was surprised and 
ashamed. "Why did he offer to carry my tur-
key?" he asked.  

"He wished to teach you a lesson," answered 
the market man.  

"What sort of lesson?" "He wished to teach you 
that no man should feel himself too fine to carry 
his own packages."  

"Oh, no!" said another man who had seen and 
heard it all. "Judge Marshall carried the turkey 
simply because he wished to be kind and oblig-
ing. That is his way."  

 

Notes from Rev. Leora 

The lesson themes for the month 

of November are being presented 

through the lens of Rev. Leora 

Nash, MCS.  Truly, giving thanks 

for the opportunity to experience, to share the 

overwhelming essence of being thankful with 

this beloved community. 

As you know this past year, Rev. Donna and I 

alternately deliver the inspirational message, 

Sunday mornings, by design of our individual 

style of presentation.  It is an honor to share in 

the delivery of WHAT moves through each of us 

independently, delivering a heart experience 

with each of you to sense into and gather up the 

intention of GOOD that lives, moves, has Its be-

ing, BEing, in each of us differently. 

With that said, this month of November is a time 

of GRATITUDE in my soul.  What I believe, and 

I invite you to accept the belief; GRATITUDE is 

the gift that never stops giving.   

As of Sunday, November 6
th
 the first launch into 

this belief, the lesson related to the Daily Word 

for November 2022; Balance.  The affirmation 

states: “I honor life’s shifting rhythms” therefore, 

the title of that Sunday’s lesson. 

On November 13
th
, we are welcoming  Rev. 

Robyn Plante, a Unity Minister, recently relocat-

ing to the San Jacinto Valley.  Let us welcome 

her first speaking engagement, in this communi-

ty, at the 10:00 a.m. service.  I’ll be there, see 

you in church! 

The week of the 20
th
 is the Sunday prior to 

Thanksgiving Day.   So richly felt, the Daily 

Word is Grace.  Join in and let us together rise 

up in GLORY, giving thanks for the many bless-

ings that have encouraged our daily living.  

The last week of November is the 27
th
 and the 

month ends with Hope and Faith.  Wow, an 

open agenda, as we take the deep dive into this 

arena of GRATITUDE.   

As is known; “See you in church”.  Celebrate 

giving thanks.  Yes, we are blessed! 

Mega blessings, Rev. Leora 

 

A METAPHYSICAL 

CHRISTMAS STORY 

For most people, the birth of the Christ child is 
an annual event that evokes altruistic feelings 
even in people that show no compassion for the 
rest of the year. This is a time that is synony-
mous with love and peace and good will to all 
men and even the most callous of people are 
caught up in the special feelings of the season. 
It is such a powerful narrative that it has persist-
ed for 2,000 years. 
 
There are many metaphysical interpretations of 
this story but we can create our own as a con-
templative device. The first thing to note is that 
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“Christ” is not the last name of Jesus: it is a title 
meaning “anointed” (Jesus THE Christ) – but it 
is actually referring to a level of consciousness. 
The virgin birth could be a metaphor to explain 
that Jesus came into this world as a pure spirit, 
higher in consciousness than others at that time 
of spiritual darkness. 

 
Perhaps the baby represents ourselves in all 
our innocence and vulnerability, stripped of any 
of the trappings of our everyday lives. The im-
age of a baby being born in the lowliest of sur-
rounding, a stable, reminds us that on a spiritual 
level, there is no rich or poor, weak or strong: 
we are all equal. During the annual “rebirth” 
what is being born is our awareness of the 
Christ consciousness within. It is an opportuni-
ty to recall to your attention the words Jesus 
himself told us, “Ye are Gods” (Psalm 82:6 and 
John 10:34) but our understanding of this is 
very tenuous and difficult for us to believe, so 
the idea must be nurtured and suckled to bring 
it to maturity.  
 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, represents the femi-
nine, the emotional, feeling side of our nature, 
while Joseph, the Carpenter, is the masculine, 
pragmatic, thinking side; the two together 
providing the balance, the yin and yang. 
If we perceive the inn as ourselves, our mind, it 
brings awareness that the phrase “there is no 
room at the inn” may indicate that many times 
we fill our minds, our thoughts, with mundane 
things leaving no room for spiritual understand-

ing. . But even in denial of our true selves, we 
have the stable with the manger – representing 
our heart – to hold and keep safe our vulnerabil-
ity, although we must step outside of our mind 
(the inn) and abandon our cluttered thoughts to 
get to a calm, safe, open place that acknowl-
edges our connection to Mother Earth (the sta-
ble). 
 
Christmas is a time of peace, love, and joy and 
has become synonymous with light, perhaps a 
remnant from the fear of the dying of the sun at 
the time of the Winter Solstice. People cover 
their churches, businesses, and homes with 
candles and lights. Light is also associated with 
knowledge and understanding. In John 9:5 Je-
sus said: ‘I am the light of the world.’  
(Thanks to Center of Light, Tulsa, OK) 
 
 

Christmas happenings  

at Unity Valley Church 

 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 3  10 am.  
Deck the Halls!!  Come and help deco-
rate the church.   Pizza anyone? 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21  6 pm 
Christmas Candle Lighting Service 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25—10 am 
Christmas Message—Rev. Leora 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 — 10 am 
Burning Bowl Ceremony  
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Notes from Rev. Donna 

December is looking to be a 

very busy month again and 

it is one of my favorite times 

of the year.    I love the en-

ergy and excitement that 

begins to grow the closer 

that we get to the Christmas  

celebrations.    

It is my privilege to be the speaker for the 

month of December and getting to share with 

you some wonderful Unity thoughts about the 

season.   

On December 4th, my lesson will be “Giving 

the Gift of Faith”.   How can we share our 

faith with others in a loving, gentle way? 

December 11th, I will be speaking on “Giving 

the Gift of Hope.”   Again, how can we help 

others to experience Hope.   How can we ex-

perience it more fully? 

December 18th, is “Giving the Gift of Joy.”  

Sharing the knowledge that Joy is in the jour-

ney and how to reflect this to others. 

The Christmas Candlelight Service will be at 5 

pm. On Wednesday the 21st and this is truly 

the most beautiful service of the year.   We will 

do the 12 Power Candle lighting and have 

some very special music.   My favorite part of 

this always is going outside and making a huge 

circle to light our candles and sing the Peace 

Song.  What a great way to celebrate the birth 

of Christ within each of us.   I can’t wait!! 

Looking forward to seeing you each Sunday 

and we come together to get to know, love and 

serve God in each of us. 

Blessings for an amazingly joy filled holiday 

season!      

  Rev. Donna 

 

Getting to know you… 

 

AL SMITH  
 
AL is one of our most dedicat-
ed members and has been 
actively supporting Unity in 
Hemet for more years than I 
can count.    
 
Al is a California native, and 

has lived in Hemet for 60 

years.   He has 5 children, 9 grandchildren and 

13 great grandchildren!  In his working years, 

Al spent time with the Department of High-

ways, and shared that one of his jobs was 

mowing the grass on the Hollywood Freeway 

between the lanes.   That was many years ago!    

Al grew up in traditional churches, (even play-

ing saxophone in a church band) but found 

Unity in about 2002 just when the church retro-

fit was happening.  He dived right in and has 

fond memories of painting the ceiling in the 

chapel. In the past, during my tenure here, Al 

could be found almost daily at the church, ei-

ther painting, nailing, raking, pruning, fixing 

faucets, electrical problems, climbing ladders, 

and generally taking care of the facility.    

  

Al said that he found Unity comfortable as it 

was casual and taught much of what he had 

been thinking for a long time.  Al deserves a 

huge THANK YOU for all the time and effort he 

has spent keep the Unity chapel and gardens 

in good shape. 

  

 

JOANNA  “JO” JONES 

 

“I love dogs and I started to 

take them to the Ramona 

Humane Park.  There I met 

my friend Donna Maurice.  

One day she told me she 
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was going to speak at  her church the following 

Sunday and invited me to come.   

I went with my husband, Tom, and as soon as I 

sat down and listened to Donna give her ser-

mon and watched the candles being lit for all 

the religions,  I felt at home.   I have always 

thought this way and was delighted to see that 

Unity honored all religions .   I felt welcomed by 

the friendliness of everyone,  I just knew I 

wanted to be a part of the Unity Church.  I felt 

at home.  The Lord is in me and in everyone 

else no matter who they are.  I love this church. 

and I  am so happy Donna invited me awhile 

back. “ 

 

Jo’s spiritual journey reminds me of myself.  

She was raised Catholic.  “ I married a very 

Catholic boy and so I stayed a Catholic, raised 

my sons in the church.  But even then I felt 

there was more.   Neither of my boys partici-

pate in organized religion. They tell me they 

are more spiritual then religious. “  Isn’t that 

what Unity claims?   What a joy when someone 

discovers this for themselves! 

 

I am so happy that Jo has found us.  Jo and 

her husband, Tom, share four children, three 

boys and one girl.   They also enjoy grandchil-

dren and one great-granddaughter.   Say hello 

next time you see her.    

 
 
GINNY KENNEDY 

 
Ginny is a relative newcomer 
to our church and we welcome 
her!   She grew up in Long Is-
land, moving to Hemet about 3 
1/2 years ago.  
   
Ginny describes herself as a 

“Spiritual Pilgrim” and as we 

talked, I could see why.   She 

grew up in the Methodist faith, 

even teaching Sunday School while she was in 

the 6th grade at the Methodist Church in Bell-

more, N.Y.   Ginny told me:  “Started reading 

the Daily Word as a young teenager.  I was 

fascinated because it was just my thinking 

about God and Oneness and that was what I 

was exploring throughout my life.  Oneness 

with God.  I always had this feeling of being 

part of God. 

She began her search with the Unitarian Uni-

versalist Fellowship, then the National Associa-

tion of Spiritual Churches in various locations.   

She was also involved with the Emissaries of 

Divine Light while still in New York.   On her 

move to California she began attending the 

Center for Spiritual Living in Temecula.     

I asked her “What about coming to Unity; What 

attracted you?” 

She said, “because it was basically the same 

thing I have been involved in and it is simplified 

to me.   I like the people, I like the optimism. 

Ginny has a son and a daughter, and two 

grandchildren who live on the East Coast.  She 

said she doesn’t see them often, but talks to 

them frequently. 

I asked her what she would like people to know 

about her and she replied:   “What would I want 

them to know? ... that I’m friendly, I like people, 

and I am interested in what makes people tick 

internally – why they became metaphysicians.  

This is interesting to me because this has been 

my basic journey since I was little and that is 

where I differed from many of my peers.”  Say 

Hello to Ginny the next time you see her! 
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INCOME/EXPENSES JULY-SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

*Tree trimming, Painting, AC Contract expenses 

CHARITY 

Do something to bring gladness to someone whose pleasures are few. 

Do something to drive off sadness or cause someone’s dream to come true. 

Find time for a neighborly greeting and time to delight an old friend. 

Remember, the years are fleeting and life’s latest day will soon end ! 

Do something today that tomorrow will prove to be really  worthwhile. 

Help someone to conquer sorrow and greet the new dawn with a smile ! 

For only through kindness and giving ; of service and friendship and cheer 

We learn the pure joy of living and find heaven and happiness here. 

 

From the Treasurer: 

As the year winds down and we enter the holiday season, we want to thank 

you all for the many blessings that you bestow upon Unity Valley Church.  

We are blessed because of you, your support of our church, and the love 

and care that you express each Sunday. We have been able to make im-

provements to our campus with tree trimming , painting, and mulching and 

look forward to additional improvements. Your dedication and strength al-

lowed our church to move forward past the pandemic toward normalcy.  

Each month we have been able to tithe ten percent of our Sunday collection to 

Unity Worldwide, Unity Southwest, and a variety of local  organizations.  On behalf of the entire 

Board of Trustees we are most grateful and we wish to express our heartfelt thanks to each of 

you. 

Blessings, 

Mark Balys 

 

 JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER 

INCOME $7,956.00 $4,847.99 $5,106.37 

EXPENSES $5,599.29 $3,607.66 $8,183.33 

NET $2,356.71 $1,240.33 ($3,076.96)* 

                          UNITY VALLEY CHURCH TITHE UPDATE 

  Unity Worldwide Unity Southwest Local Distributed to 

July 2022 $246.70 $246.70 $246.70 Hemet Hospice Volunteers 

August 2022 $134.37 $134.37 $134.37 Hemet Hospice Volunteers 

September 2022 $162.50 $162.50 $162.50 Community Pantry 



 

 

 

Board of Trustees:  

Gloria Saporito, President 

Dallas Needham, Vice President 

Mark Balys, Treasurer 

Nancy Austin, Secretary 

Bonnie Januszewski, Trustee 

Jeff Barr, Trustee 

 

Spiritual Leadership Team:  

Rev. Donna Maurice,  Rev. Leora Nash,  

Pat McKevitt, Licensed Unity Teacher,  

Lucinda Moss,  Unity Chaplain Trainee. 

 

Newsletter:   Rev. Donna Maurice 

 

 Unity Valley Church 

 

 

 
140 North Buena Vista Street 

Hemet, California  92543 

(951) 658-4290 

Email: hemetunity@yahoo.com 

www.unitychapel-hemet.com 
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